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Dear Heavenly Father,

We come before You with hearts open to Your wisdom and grace. We thank You for this
opportunity to gather as a community of believers to reflect on Your boundless love and
the transformative power of Your grace. Open our hearts and minds to Your Word today.
May Your Holy Spirit guide us and renew us as we seek to understand and embrace Your
grace in our lives. Bless this time together, and may Your presence fill us with hope and
renewal.

In Jesus' name, we pray, Amen.

Brothers and sisters,

Today, | want to share with you a message of hope and transformation: the renewal that
comes through God's grace. Grace is not only the foundation of our salvation but also the
source of our daily renewal and strength. As we explore this topic, let us turn to the words
of the Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:17:

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV): "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:
The old has gone, the new is here!"

Understanding Renewal

Renewal through grace means experiencing a profound transformation that changes us
from the inside out. It is a continual process of being made new in Christ, leaving behind
our old ways and embracing a new life filled with God's love, purpose, and power. This
renewal is not a one-time event but an ongoing journey of growing closer to God and
becoming more like Christ.

The Source of Renewal

The source of our renewal is God's grace. Ephesians 2:8-9 reminds us, "For it is by grace
you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God
—not by works, so that no one can boast." Grace is God's unmerited favor, His gift to us,
freely given out of His boundless love. This grace does more than save us; it sustains us
and continually renews us.

Think of grace as a river that flows from the heart of God, bringing life and refreshment
wherever it goes. Just as a river can transform a dry, barren land into a lush, vibrant
oasis, God's grace transforms our lives, bringing renewal and growth.
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The Process of Renewal

1.Recognizing Our Need: The first step in experiencing renewal through grace is
recognizing our need for it. We must acknowledge our brokenness, our sins, and our
shortcomings. Romans 3:23 states, "For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God." Itis in our moments of weakness and failure that we realize our need for God's
grace.

2.Repentance and Faith: Renewal begins with repentance—turning away from our sins
and turning towards God. Acts 3:19 encourages us, "Repent, then, and turn to God,
so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord."
Coupled with repentance is faith in Jesus Christ, trusting in His sacrifice and
resurrection for our salvation and renewal.

3.Receiving the Holy Spirit: As we repent and believe, we receive the Holy Spirit, who
empowers us for renewal. Titus 3:5-6 says, "He saved us through the washing of
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through
Jesus Christ our Savior." The Holy Spirit works in us to transform our hearts and
minds, aligning us with God's will.

4.Daily Renewal: Renewal is a daily process. Just as we need physical nourishment
every day, we need spiritual nourishment through prayer, reading the Bible, and
fellowship with other believers. Lamentations 3:22-23 reminds us, "Because of the
Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new

every morning; great is your faithfulness." Every day is an opportunity to experience
God's renewing grace.

The Evidence of Renewal
When we are renewed through grace, it becomes evident in our lives. Galatians 5:22-23
describes the fruit of the Spirit: "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance,

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” These qualities are the
marks of a life transformed by grace.



FOCe  domes  22/07/24

FROM DEATH TO LIFE ugnes

9

Please note that the views and opinions expressed during this sermon are those of the preacher and
do not necessarily reflect the official policies or position of the Church.

Renewal also manifests in our actions and relationships. We become more
compassionate, more forgiving, and more committed to serving others. As we grow in
grace, we reflect the character of Christ to the world around us.

Embracing Renewal in Our Community

As a community of believers, we are called to support one another in this journey of
renewal. Hebrews 10:24-25 encourages us, "And let us consider how we may spur one
another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in
the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day
approaching.”

Let us be a community that fosters renewal, where we encourage, uplift, and pray for one
another. Let us share our testimonies of how God's grace has renewed us, and let us be
open to the work of the Holy Spirit in our midst. In our community, we welcome everyone,
embracing the diversity of God's creation and reflecting His inclusive love.

Renewal and Inclusion

God's grace is available to everyone, regardless of background, identity, or life
experience. The transformative power of grace breaks down barriers and brings unity
within the body of Christ. In Galatians 3:28, Paul reminds us, "There is neither Jew nor
Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ
Jesus." This unity in Christ extends to all people, affirming that we are all valued and
loved by God.

In conclusion, renewal through grace is a beautiful and transformative journey. It is a
process of being continually made new in Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit, and
supported by our community of faith. As we embrace God's grace, let us remember that
He is always with us, guiding us and renewing us day by day.

Closing Prayer

Dear Lord,

We thank You for Your amazing grace that renews us each day. Help us to recognize our
need for Your grace, to repent and turn towards You, and to receive the renewing power
of Your Holy Spirit. May our lives reflect the fruit of Your Spirit, and may we support one
another in this journey of renewal. Guide us, strengthen us, and use us for Your glory.

In Jesus' name, we pray, Amen.



